Congressman Joe Sestak: Senator Kennedy Leaves a Legacy of Patriotism

August 26, 2009

MEDIA, PA - Congressman Joe Sestak (PA-07) issued the following statement on the passing
of Senator Edward Kennedy:

“Today, America lost a man who helped shape the future of our country for a generation.
Senator Ted Kennedy’s leadership on education, health care, civil rights, worker rights, and so
much more has helped millions of people make good on the promise of the American Dream to
pass along a better nation to our next generation. He leaves behind a legacy of true patriotism.
And we honor his legacy by remembering that we are in this together and by doing our part to
make a difference. My thoughts and prayers go out to the Kennedy family who are mourning the
loss of a dear father, brother, grandfather, and husband.”

Born and raised in Delaware County, former 3-star Admiral Joe Sestak served in the Navy for
31 years and now serves as the Representative from the 7th District of Pennsylvania. He led a
series of operational commands at sea, including Commander of an aircraft carrier battle group
of 30 U.S. and allied ships with over 15,000 sailors and 100 aircraft that conducted operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. After 9/11, the Congressman was the first Director of Deep Blue, the
Navy’s anti-terrorism unit that established strategic and operations policies for the Global War
on Terrorism. He served as President Clintons Director for Defense Policy at the National
Security Council in the White House, and holds a Ph.D. in Political Economy and Government
from Harvard University. According to the office of the House Historian, Congressman Sestak is
the highest-ranking former military officer ever elected to the U.S. Congress.




